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Recitation and the Growth of “the Literary National Language”

—A study of Zhu Ziqing’ s view of recitation
SHI Wei LI Jie
( Institute of Literary Studies Shanghai International Studies University Shanghai 201600 China)

Abstract: Nowadays there is little review and research on the system of Zhu Ziqing’ s view of recitation nor atten—
tion paid to the relevant theories such as Zhu Ziqing’ s view of language and his perspective on the forming way of
the national language of literature. Zhu Ziqging” s understanding of recitation can be divided into three stages of po—
etry reading meeting abroad pre-war poetry reading meeting at home and post-war poetry recitation. Recitation is
closely related to Zhu’ s language view that experiences two progresses from the appropriate occidentalization of ver—
nacular language to the refinement of literature language from popular language. He believes that the most ideal lan—
guage is rhythmic and musical which can be felt in reading and recitation. From the perspective of national lan-
guage unification Zhu Ziqing pays great attention to reading and recitation for he thinks that recitation and rele—
vant literature language is an important approach to form literary national language. Undoubtedly Zhu Ziqging’ s
views of recitation and literary language are consistent with Hu Shi’ s though of “national language literature and lit-
erary national language”. The ultimate purpose of recitation is to promote the formation of literary national lan—
guage.

Key words: Zhu Ziqing; recitation; reading ‘literary national language”



